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POLLY PEACH UM. 


UE Town being amuſed with 
me performances of Polly Peach- 
on, who has exerted herſelf in 

he Beggars Opera far above any of her 

Cotemporaries at the Theatre, the Au- 

thor of theſe Sheets being perfectly ac- 

quainted with every remarkable Paſſage 
of her Life, is of Opinion, that a Col- 

I lection of the furprizing Incidents that 

have happen'd to her, will entertain the 

& Publick; and add, it poſſible, a further 


3 Luſtre to the great Name ſhe has already 
acquir' d. 
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Ir is ſaid (and with a great deal of 
Truth) of the unhappy Mr. Savage, that 
his Misfortunes began before his Birth; | 
which is in ſome Senſe a parallel Caſe | 


with that of Polly Peachum : For as on 


the one Hand ſhe knew not who to call 
Father, fo on the other ſhe had nothing 
to recommend her to the World, but the 
Gifts of Nature: Yet, as it will be ex- 
pected that he, who gives an Account of 
her Life, ſhould alſo give an Account of 
her Birth, and of the Perſon who had the 
Honour of having her laid to his Charge; 
the Reader is to obſerve, that her Mo- 
ther, like herſelf, was not of a very ſcru- 
pulous Conſcience, but paid the Sacrifice | 
of Love, before ſhe preformed the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Ceremony. The Perſon who 
had the Pleaſure of having her Mother's 
firſt Affections, was a Lieutenant of a 
Man of War, his Name Beſwick ; and 
this pretty Polly, who is the Subject of 
the enſuing Diſcourſe, was the Fruits of 
their Amours, and was born in the Lear 
1708. | 
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2 To give the Hiſtory of the Intrigues 
which paſs'd between her Father and 
Mother, would be an Amuſement not 
inferior to Robinſon Cruſoe, or Moll Flan- 
2 ders; but we ſhall only make uſe of a 
Letter ſent from her Father to her Mo- 
ther, when ſhe was big with Child : 
Which Letter unravels part of the Se- 
cret, and will be a proper Introduction 
to the proceeding Obſervations. 


To Madam, &c. 


OUR Beauty, Madam, which 
« was once my Delight, is now 
* my Torment; ſince I am deny'd the 
happy Opportunities which have given 
2 < usſuch inexpreſſible Felicity: And as a 
Z © predominant Love naturally runs us 
* into Jealouſy, give me Leave to fear, 
and give me Leave to adviſe. I know, 
E Madam, that not a few will expect to 
make an Advantage of my Abſence; 
2 © and as you have Beauty to attract the 


e moſt Noble, I dread, leſt your Weak- 
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that you have recover d from your Fil 
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nels ſhould be overcome by gay Ap: . 
pearances, Gold and Importunities. 
There are as many Hazards at Land as 
at Sea, and a neat Veſſel (ſuch as you 
are) may be ſtranded, run down, or 
ſplit in the twinkling of the Moon, if 
you have not a Hand at the Stern, and 
your Eye to the Compaſs, There. 
fore, my Dear, be careful. | 


« You tell me in yours of Yeſterday,” 
that you are certainly with Child, and 
that the Shame will be too great for 
you to bear, not having me to com- 
fort and direct you. Prithee, Child, 
baniſh that Fear, and contrive to he- 
in like a Citizen's Daughter, twenty or: 
thirty Miles off in the Country, and then 
come up and rejoyce with your Friends, 


of Sickneſs. And for my Abſence} 
you ought to let that concern you the? 


leſs, ſince I have left a little Image o 
myſelf behind me; and depend upon 
it, if I live to return home, I will 
make that Proviſion, both for you and 
it, as ſhall convince you, that my Pak! 

« ſion 
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c fon is permanent, and not the Flights 


of an amorous Minute. No, Madamz 
if ever I forget you, forget your Love, 
forget our mutual Joys, or forget the 
Offspring and Product of them, may 
the Ship ſink to the bottom of the 
Ocean, and my Soul ten thouſand Fa- 
thom deeper! for my Paſſion is ſo far 


* from palling at Enjoyment, that it in- 


creaſes my Flame; and aſſure your ſelf, 
it is impoſſible for me to be more 
than, 
I am, 
Jour ſincere Slave, 


BESWICK. 
P. S.“ If Hans-en-Kelder ſhould ripen 


« into a living Monument of our 
Loves, call it Porters, if a Boy; 
« if a Girl, Lavinia, And now, 
* adieu, my Dear, for two long 
« tedious Years. 


Txvs the Father of Polly being gone 


ill to Sea, Care was taken for a decent Lying- 
in; and accordingly her Mother moved 
to a private Place, and was brought to 


bed, 


(6) 
bed, with very little Noiſe and Cerems: N 
ny : For, as Mr. Prior ſays, 


Ten Months _ Philomel happen d to 
1 Wed, 7 
| And was brought in a laudable manner 
to bed, 
She warbled her Groans with ſo charm- 
ing a Voice, 4 
ö That one half of the Pariſh was ſiunn d 
with the Noiſe ; 
But when Philomel deign'd to lie pri- 
vateh in, 5 
Ten Months before ſhe and her Spouſe Yi 
were akin, } 
She choſe with ſuch Prudence, her Pangs 8 
to conceal, 
That her Nurſe, nay her Midwife, ſcarce 
heard her to ſqueal, 


Howzver, ſhe was baptiz'd by the 
Name of Lavinia, according to the De- 
ſire of her Father; but he not returning 
from Sea, her Mother marry'd, whilſt 7 
Poll was an Infant, to one Fenton in the 8 
Old- Bailey, and ſhe being a Woman of a? 
popular Spirit, ſoon after her Marriage, 
ſet up a Coffee-houſe near Charmng-croſs ; ! 

where 
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here Polly being a Child of a vivacious 
Mvely Spirit, and a promiſing Beauty, was 
& Play-thing for the Fops, and ſhe never 
ail'd to afford them an agreeable Diver- 
ſion; and tho' at this time ſhe was but 
or 8 Years of Age, ſhe had ſome 
ſingular Turns of Wit, which ſhew'd her 
Jof an aſpiring Genius, and one that 
would in time ſtrive with Emulation to 
1 exceed the Bounds of her narrow For- 
tune. It was about this time that a Co- 
pri- median belonging to the Old Houſe, took 
great Delight in hearing her fing ſuch 
ſe little Catches as ſhe had learnt from the 
humming Beaux, or the more elevated 
225 Strains of her Mamma, by whoſe Inter- 
Teſſion this Gentleman took a great deal 
pf Pains with Polly, and taught her ſome 
\irs, which have fince been to her Ad- 
the Vantage, and in which ſhe daily improv'd, 
Fill her Mother ſent her to a Boarding- 
School, where ſhe ſtay'd till ſhe was a- 
ing - 
714 Fout Thirteen, and then came home a- 
= Bain to live with her Mother, who was 


fa temoved once more into the Old-Bazley. 


Bur 


* 9 
ere 
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Bur before we bring her home from 
the Boarding- School, it may be ſome- 
thing entertaining to tell of the pretty 
little Pranks ſhe play'd there, and how 


her early Inclinations were to ſhine con- 
ſpicuous above her Cotemporaries. 


Po Ex and the other Miſſes, one 
Day playing in the Garden, one of them 
happen d to drop a Letter which was but 
juſt before delivered to her from an hum- 
ble Servant; and Polly being always 
active, inatchd it up, without being diſ. 
covered: The Purport of it ſhe found 
was, That the amorous Spark was dying 
for Love ; that this was his firſt Epiſtle 
and that he ſhould be at the outward 
Gate about Sun-ſet. The Suddenneſs of 
the Interview put Polly's Invention up- +: 
on the Rack, how ſhe ſhould be provided 
for his Reception, and diſappoint the 
young Lady, to whom ſhe had an utter 
Averſion. To compleat which, ſhe in- 
form'd the Lady Governante, that Miſs 
had a Billet Deaux delivered to 
her; and that ſhe underſtood an Aſſigna- 

tion 
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tion was made for the Evening. This 


om 
oy Precaution cauſed an Order to be pub- 


me- 


tty| 


IOW 


i1h'd, that every one ſhould retire to 
their Apartments for private Reaſons ; 
and that one might not take Umbrage 
dat another's Liberty, there was to be 
none exempted from this ſevere Con- 
one fnement; but Polly being the Informer, 
gain'd the good Graces of her Lady ſo 
far, as to be admitted to the Door un- 
known to the reſt in the Dusk of the 
Evening, where ſhe had the Pleaſure of 
ſeeing the dying Slave walking about in 
ga dejected Poſture, with his Arms acroſs, 
and every half dozen Yards giving a 
ſtamp with his Foot, and lifting up his 
[Eyes with an ejaculatory Sigh and Groan, 
that gave Polly Aſſurance he muſt be the 


OF Perſon ſhe waited for. Sir, ſaid ſhe, I be- 
1 0 F lieve I have a Meſſage to deliver to you. 


The Gentleman dumb-founded, like 
one Thunder-ſtruck, turned about, and 
. Farce had Power to ſay, A M-age to 
1 1 ow Madam“ Jet, to you, Sir, ſays Polly; 

you addreſs to a Perſon that diſdains you, 
4 and has ſen: your Letter back, there it is; 
LY 8 hough, Sir, vo do you Juſtice, a Gentle- 
* CG man 


(10) 
man of your Appearance, and one that can 1 
write ſuch ſoft, pleaſing, paſſionate, agree- 
able Things to a Lady, deſerves better Uſage; 
at her Hands, However, if yon have the 
Courage to proceed in the Mair, after this N. 
Repulſe, deliver your Thoughts to me next 
Sunday, at Church, where we ſhall be in- 
the Morning ; and, if poſſible, I will pr vai 
with the Lady to read it, and accept of at 
Heart ſhe ſeems to baue the Command of. 
Upon which, ſhutting the Door, the® 
Spark had ſcarce Time to return a. grate- i. 


ful Bow, before he loſt Sight of her. MF 


On the Sunday following, the Gen- 
tleman came provided with a ſecond E- 
piſtle; and tho' he endeavour'd to give ir 
Polly in the Way to Church, he had not 
the Opportunity, without being ſeen: 
However, he took Care to place himſelf 
at the Door of the Pew into which they 
went, and Polly took Care to be ready to 
receive the Billet. But the Miſchief of 
it was, the Spark ogling the Lady that * 
had ſet his Heart on Fire, cauſed her to 
take Notice of him, and might believe 
him to be the Perſon who ſent her the 


Le ttet * 


2 


4 

cant Letter ſhe had loſt; and what might rea- 
ſonably confirm her in the Truth of ſuch 
a Suſpicion, ſhe obſerved, that whilſt his 
Eyes were attentively fix'd on her, he de- 
liver d a Letter to Polly unſeal'd, careleſſy 
rapt up, and without Directions; and 
in ſhe getting up to receive it, as her pro- 
vail per Right, or to be inform'd of her Miſ- 
f 1 take by Polly, an unmerciful merry 
hought came into Polly's Head, the 
Proſecution of which put the Gentleman 
in the utmoſt Confuſion, damp'd the Ex- 
ectations of the Lady, and gave Polly 
g the moſt agreeable Diverſion that a young 
zen Girl (too young to be acquainted with 
E. Love, and yet old enough for Fancy) could 
e itl be capable of receiving; for what did 
not this unlucky pretty little witty Devil do, 
en but hand it forwards; ſo that in leſs than 
nel 9 Minutes, the poor expiring Lover 
hey ad the Mortification to ſee it in the 

to Llumſey Fiſt of the Clerk, who gave it to 
f of the Parſon, who was provided for re- 
that ceiving 3 Billets of another Nature. 

r to 
jeve Nor long after this, another remark- 
the Jable Incident happen'd, which may in- 
tter C 2 form 
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form the Reader, that ſhe was ſoon ipe 
tho' it is to be hop'd the Proverb will no 
be verify d in her, Hon ripe, ſoon rotten. 


A GALLANT Spark of the Inner-Templi 
ſeeing her one Night at a Ball, fell deep 
ly in love with her, and took Occafioi 
to let her know it both by Letter ang 
perſonal Application; and tho' ſhe wi 
{carce thirteen, ſhe {elt ſuch Immotion 
for young Novermt Unverſi, that iv 
ſuffered the Servant to take Bribes to le 
him into the Garden, and would fra 
quently bleſs him with an Hour's Conte 
verſition: And here it is ſaid (by tholf 
who are acquainted with her moſt pri - 
vate Actions from her Infancy to thi 
Time) that ſhe fell as deeply in lovf 
with the Templer, as he could poſſibl i 
be with her; yet ſhe had ever that Dil 
cretion to make a Diſtinction between thi 
ſecret Impulſes of her Heart, and th 
Expreſſions of the Tongue, daily feeinf 
by Experience, that when a Woman let# 
the Sentiments of her Soul out at heW 
Lips, her Love is counted Fondneſs ; and 
the Man that was ready to die at het 

5 reel 
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ride Feet, will be ready to ſtigmatize her for 
good. natur'd Fool. Hypocrily being 
Bow made a neceſſary Ingredient in At- 
irs of Love, and down-right Dealing 
empWhc only Impediment that can make a 
leep@romiling View prove abortive ; ſhe 
aſio therefore kept him at a convenient Diſ- 
r anMance, and ſeem'd to give way to his 
. wa ourtſhip only, as a grateful Complai- 
tion ſance to a Man that merited ſomething 
t {hPvhbich the was uncapable of granting, 


o le And with this pretended indolent Tem- 
fre per ſhe made ule of that infallible Net 
Conor catching Men in Love, A x1LLING 


thoſCo NES. And, alas ! poor Polly! the 
pri Spark happening in Company where her 
thi Name was mention'd, took Occaſion to 
loy&nquire into her private Affairs, and find- 
fibi{Wng her Birth and Fortune were ſuch as 
Dil would but bring a Diſgrace to his Fami- 
n th Ry, he left her. 
this 
ein Tuts Diſappointment made ſuch an 
let Ampreſſion in her Mind, that the Com- 
hei pany at the Boarding - School became bur- 
ana denſome, and the pleaſant Garden where 
heſ he uled to delight herſelf with the young 


Feel Lawyer, 
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Lawyer, intolerable ; and as an Expe 
dient to wear off the Dilemma ſhe la 
under, ſhe left the School, and cam 
home to her Mother, who finding he 
Daughter's Temper alter'd from the Ga 
to the Melancholy, ſhe took her to th, 
Park, the Play, and to all Entertainment 
that might conduce to recover her to he P 
former Vivacity. But well had it been, 
for Polly, if the had continued at the 
Boarding-School; for Dreſs and Compath 
ny ſoon made her vain, and in a little, 
Time ſhe needed no further Allurements 
to intice her ; yet, it cannot be ſaid by 
her greateſt Enemies, that ſhe was eveth 
a common Proſtitute, as ſome would, 
inſinuate, nor that ſhe was ever ungene% 
rous or diſhonourable to her Benefactors% 


Ir was in 1725, When Polly fell firſt 
a Sacrifice to Priapus; and about that 
Time her Mother had an Intrigue upon 


her Hands, which beganat the Play-houſe £ 
and ended in the Bed-chamber : The 


Gentleman, who was her Mother's Gal- 
lant, would fain have been an humble? 
Servant of Polh's, but the Mother, not- 

withſtanding” 


(15) 

vithſtanding ſhe indulg'd the tempting 
baits which were daily offer'd her, yet at 
ſt ſhe kept her for ſome great Man; 
d bade her, above all Things, to obſerve 
is; That the firſt Market a Woman made, 
was always the beſt; and ſecond-hand 
dent would fetch but a ſecond-hand 
. "Price And it's confidently reported, 


that leſt Polly ſhould fling away her 


Xpeg 
> layy 
amt 
he 
Gay 
the 


'F"Thaſe them at a Price more exorbitant 
little than Lais demanded of Demoſthenes, her 
ent other made Overtures to a certain lu- 
d bY icrous Knight, known by the Name of 
e Feather d Gull, and the Bargain was 
oulc made as followeth : That upon the firſt 
ene urrender, Polly ſhould have 200 l. in 
org eady Specie, and be deck'd in all the 

Mundus Mulieris at the Knight's Expence 
fir nat the ſhould have 200 l. per Annum 
tha Fv hilt ſhe remain'd conſtant, but if ſhe 
uffered the Enemy to beat up her Quar- 

gers, ſhe was to be deveſted of all her 


Ornaments at once, and driven out of 


Gal - 
Bor 8 


her home again in the ſame Coach 


Juſtice, his Generoſity was above his P# 
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Bur whilſt the Mother was thus bar 
gaining for her Ware, Polly was no lel 
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active in providing for herſelf ; and a Por 
tuguege Nobleman, being her only F: 
vourite, {he conſented, unknown to he 
Mother, to give him the Prize, which 
he generouſly rewarded; and according 
ly, on a Friday, in the Year 1725, b& a 
ſent his own Coach into the Old. Bail 
by Appointment; and after the Cone 
had waited three Hours, ſhe went int 
it, and was carry'd to the Place of Aſſy 
nation, where the Nobleman kept w 
till the Monday following, and then ſenff 


8 


But this Perſon being unhappy in hi 
private Affairs, after ſome time ſpent if 
Raptures at his own Houſe, he __ | 
her to her Mother, and promiſed he woul 
make a Proviſon for her, ſuitable to the Me 
rits of ſo fine a Creature. And, to do hin 
trimony, inlomuch, that his Stock wal F 
exhauſted, belore his Appetite was pall'd# 
and falling into the Hands of ſome ſevert 
Creditors, he was arreſted and carry' 
to the Fleet, WII 
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, * Wulst the Portuguese Nobleman lay 
pq honfin'd in the Fleet, a Mercer's Appren- 


ice, who now keeps a Shop of that Bu- 
ineſs near the Royal- Exchange, then liv- 
Ing upon Ludgate-hill, fell deeply in 
? ove with Polly : Seeing her one Night 
3 at the Play-houſe, the poor ſmitten Spark 
vas ſo captivated at firſt Sight of her, 
Pat he could ſcarce forbear making Love 
o her before the Face of the whole Au- 
Wience; his Colour went and came, he 
Goh! d, trembled, and in ſhort, felt all thoſe 
motions which Men in Love are ſubject 
to. After the Play was over, he watch'd 
er into a Coach, and leſt -he ſhould miſs 
f her in a Throng of Whirlegigs, he 
rery orderly got up behind, and was ſoon 
ſet down at her Door in the Old- Bailey; 
put his Love was ſo ſtrong, as deprived 
dim of any other Strength; inſomuch, 


be hat when Polly ſtepp' d out of the Coach 
: wal to the Houſe, his Soul was near ſtep- 


ping out of his Body, he was fo far over- 
rome by his amorous Paſſion. All Night 
e waited about the Door, ſometimes 


ighing, and ſometimes Raving, fearing 
D ſhe 


618) 


ſhe was a marry'd Woman, or doubt. 
ing if ſhe were not, ſuch a fine Crea. 
ture as ſhe was, would repulſe him, be. 
ing but a young Lad, and not out of hi 

Apprenticeſhip : But when the Mom 
came, he was eaſed from part of his 

Pain; for upon Enquiry after her, ich 
found that ſhe was a ſingle Woman J. 
and at the ſame Time he heard who heb 
was, that ſhe was a Perſon of a _ 
Mind, tho' of but a narrow Fortune 

which did not put the leaſt Damp tM 
him, he having a pretty handſome Eſtate 
when he came to Age, and was willing 
to lay both that and himſelf at her Feet®# 
and the next Day he Pick d up a little 
Courage (yet with a Heart almoſt brog 
ken for tear of a Denial) and went to in 
form her of his Paſſion. 


POE Z YU who had ever a great dealf 
of Wit, as well as good Manners, ref 
ceiv'd him like a Gentleman, and enter 
tain'd him very courteouſly ; but at 0 
ſame Time ſhe aſſured him, that tho' U 
came with ſecmiug benourable Pretenſion 
for which ſhe could not but aſe him wil 

(i wilit 
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. 
i vility, yet there were ſome private Rea- 
us which would keep her from a marry'd 
tate, and make his Pretenſions to hey of 
one Effect, 


ubt42 
rea- 
be. 
F his 
ning | 
hie Tus ſo dumb-founded the Spark, that 
„ he he could ſcarce make a Reply; but, at 
nan length, recollecting his fleeting Spirits, 
» ſhe he addreſs' d himſelf in ſuch generous and 
loble honeſt Terms, that ſhe could not but 
tune have ſome Reſpect and Compaſſion for 
p to his Youth ; and as the ſaw he was ſincere, 
_ obligingly told him, That the Crods 
illing healt with Mortals in a Manner unaccount- 
FeetfWle, and the Fate of Things often came 
litt gt by unforeſeen Accidents; therefore 
e would not obſtinately give him a De- 
in, but told him, that her Apartment 
was ſo far at his Service, that he ſhould be 
Welcome to ſpend an Hour there, when he 


enter ve bim, by admitting this Freedom, leſt he 


50% li y dat this promiſing Succeſs, the Youth 


D 2 ſhew 
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ſhew his Thankfulneſs with the greate 
Humility. 
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Hr ſeldom miſs'd ſeeing her ever 
Day from the beginning of July 1725 
to the latter end of Auguſt; and * 
times ſhe would favour him with he 
Company abroad : When, tho' he wan 
but a Lad, he had always ſome prettfi 
Things to ſay to her, and ſhe in returfff 
was at length ſo generous as to tell h 
Mind freely, that he muſt never expe 
to have her, tho' ſhe condeſcended tb 
pleaſe him with her Company ; for, h 
deal plainly and honeſtly with him, {hl 
told him her Heart was diſpos'd of otheſg 
ways. This ſtruck ſugh a Damp to t 
young Lover, he cold ſcarce conta 
hiniſelf: Yet, as ſhe had never flatter 
him with any real Expectations, he ha- 
nothing to reproach her for. But Pol 
ſeeing his Paſſion rather increaſing ever 
Day, reſolved not to act diſhonourablii 
by a Youth who acted ſo honourably b® 
her; and as ſhe could not conſent to mat} 
ry him, ſince ſhe had given her Heat 
to the Portugucze Nobleman, ſhe feare 


* 
7 


3 


a $2 
eaten ſhe ſhould indulge his Paſſion longer, 
te Concluſion might be attended with 
gme dreadful Effects. To prevent which, 
everſhe told him he muſt endeavour to ſet 
1725s Heart at Eaſe, for ſhe could not com- 
ſome ly with his Deſires upon any Terms or 
h heConditions whatſoever, and therefore he 
Vi muſt deſiſt from coming to her Houle for 
= future, ſince it was impoſſible he 
retunhould conquer his Paſſion by Means 
11 bWhich ſerved only to inflame it. Which 
>xpe(Words, like a Dagger to his Soul, put 
um in the greateſt Agony, and ſent him 
or, tome in deep Deſpair and Melancholy, 
a, {Mot ſtirring out of the Houſe from Mon- 
otheWay to the Friday following, when he ſent 
ger the following Letter. 


| Divine Deſiroyer ! 

{ HA T have I done, that Hea- 
Y © ven ſhould Sentence me to 
die by the Hands of an Executioner 
# who has the Appearance of an Angel! 
* Muſt you, who never gave me a vin- 
dictive Frown to torment me, nor a 
treacherous Smile to allure me (two 
Weapons 


n 


Silk, I handed her a Scarlet Camblets 


( 22 } = 
Weapons with which your Sex do al 
the Execution!) now deſtroy meg 


aſter ſo much Goodneſs of admitting 
me in your Preſence, when you knew 
my Paſſion. Could you ſee any Me 
rits in me at firſt, that inclined you te 
that Kindneſs; or did you ſuffer mi 
to go on and diſcover freſh Beauties ime 
you every Day, till the God of Loves 
had fir d my Heart beyond all Cureyg 
that my Grief at the Diſappointmenſ 
might ſink me to the Grave for nip 
Preſumption? Or did you diſcovegy 
any Demerits in me after my Admits 
tance to that Paradiſe, or Apart 
ment? Tell me, Ge Charme 

What had I done to gain the litt! 
Eſteem you ſeem'd to have for mel 
and what have I done to loſe it? 
ſhould outdo the greateſt RomancÞ 
with Truth, could 1 recount the E 
travagances of Mind I have had, ang 
the Perturbations of Soul I have felt 
inſomuch, that I am as uncapable os 
Buſineſs, as I am of Pleaſure, A Lax 


dy, this Morning, ask'd for a Greed 


« andf 
| 


| (23) 

and told her it was India Damask, 
she, ſurpriz d at my Stupidity, ask d 
me who I was in Love with, which 
recover'd me for that Minute out of 
my Confuſion ; but the Diſtemper re- 
ou teh turns each Hour, and I find the Effects 
r m of Love is ſuch as I could never yet 
ies is, find a right Deſcription of it, either 


Loves amongſt ten or Philoſophers. 


c WEN I firſt had the Happineſs of 
. nie you dear ſweet Converſation, I con- 
1 duded with the Poet; that 


Love is a generous Paſſion of the Mind, 
We ſofteſt Refuge Innocence can find ; 

e /afe Director of unguarded Youth, 
urg ht with kind Wiſhes, and ſecund by 


Truth. 
nanchbe Cordial Drop, Heaven in our Cup has 
thrown, 
> make the nauſeous Draught of Life go 
f OWN, Dryden, 


Bor, alas! I am now confirm'd in 
the contrary; and by woful Experi- 
# ence I find, 


THAT 


(24) 


THAT Lovr, of all the Paſſions, ts ily 


Wor [t : | 
With which a Man's no ſooner touch'd, bil 
curſ d. 0 


For Love to Madneſs ſure is near ally d. c 
A thin Partition does the two divide. | 


C Axnp Madneſs ſure, muſt be mi 
ce Lot, ſince I find it impoſſible to conf 
«© mand a Paſſion ſo ſtrong and powertf 
« of mylelf; and you, who have t 
« Cure in your own Hands, refuſe to 
« my Phyſician : Yet, tho you have df 
«© nyd me to approach you any mor 
« be ſo kind, my Angel, to ſend me 
« Line either as a Sword to diſpatch 
ce or as a Cordial to comfort, the oth 
G ways Comſfortleſs, 0 


a - 


Sc. OT. 


To which Polly, the next Mom 
ſent the following Andwer, 


(25 ) 


„ 16 10 5 IR, 
1 OUR ſeeming Sincerity induc'd 
d, b eme to ſhew you ſome Re- 
ſpect, it's true ; but I never entertain'd 
W you ſo as you could have the leaſt 
. FE Proſpe&t of making me your Wife, 
nor could I with Honour give you 
be ni any Hopes that Way; foraſmuch as 
cou I am too deeply engag'd with another, 
werf to admit of your Propoſals: For which 
ve ti Reaſon I frequently intimated to you, 
to that your Deſires could not with any 
ve d Poſſibility be granted; and upon your 
mor till purſuing your Addrefles, I was 
| meſſ# obliged to give you an abrupt De- 
chen nial. 


oth 
F | Taz, Sir, uo more your fond De- 
; fires purſue, | 
c. Mee J, with Honour, can't comply with . 
you ; 
Weav'ns bleſs you in ſome other Choice: | 
5 Adieu. 7 


r ning 


LAVINIA. 


E Ins 


(26) 


Tur Portuguege Nobleman ſtill con 
tinu'd in the Fleet, and her Mother at thi 


Time failing, ſhe went and lived withi 
a Door or two of Cowpland's, the gref 
Soap-boiler's in the Old-Bazley ; and bf 
Generoſity to this Gentleman under Conf 
finement was ſuch, as is ſeldom found i; 
a Woman wholly abandon'd to Pleq; 
ſure; for inſtead of ſeeking out for and; 
ther Gallant (or rather entertaining an 
ther, for ſhe wanted not for humble Se 
vants) ſhe took his Misfortunes to Heat 
and paying him a kind Viſit, begg'a N 
would tell her how ſhe mig ht be ſerwiceal 
to him. He ſeeing her fingular Human 
ty, ſeem'd rather to chuſe Confinemenf 
than to lay any Burthen upon ſo much 
good Nature; he therefore told her, 
would wait there with Patience till 
could have Money remitted over to hil 

from his own Country ; and deſired her i 
the mean-time, that ſhe would not mal 
lis Troubles her own, but take her Plea 
ferre in the Town; and if fhe would nook 
and then condeſcend to bleſs him with a 
Hour Converſation, it world make hi 
Cont 


4 
2 


| conf 


at th 
withi 


_ Brea 
id he 


Co 
ind | 


; (27) 

7 nfinement tolerable ; and if he liv'd once 
re to enjoy his Liberty, his whole Life 
puld be devoted to her Service, 


Pozrrr was fo ſenſibly touch'd with 


tis kind Way of his exprefling himſelf, 


at ſhe immediately, without his Know- 


Pledge, went and fold all her Rings, 


and 
3 ano 


e Sei 
gent; after which, he went over into 


& own Country: And the generous Re- 


Heat 
7d | 
iceal 
man 


men 


muc 

er, 

ll 

0 hui 
her | 
mak 


Pled 


nod 


uh al 


ke hi 


Con 


wels, and other valuable Curioſities 
oſt Part of which he had aforetime 
en her) and purchas'd his Inlarge- 


rns he made for this unparallel'd Gene- 
ſity in her ſhall be taken Notice of in 
Place. 


Ir was in this ſame Year 1725, that 
e began to think of treading the Stage; 
d ſhe having a lively Imagination, join'd 
ith a good Memory, a clear Voice, and 
graceful Mein, ſeem'd as if Nature had 
ſign d her for the Pleaſure of Mankind, 

ſuch Performances as are exhibited at 
ur Theatres. 


E 2 AND 


(25) 


And what conduc'd very much to re 
commend her to the Stage, was the fol 
lowing Lines, which ſhe compos'd on at 
empty Fop that would have taken he 
into keeping, provided ſhe would g 
down into the Country, and be cloyſter' 


up in a little Village of his near Richmon 
in Tork ſhire, 


Vain Fop, to court me to a rural Life 
Let him reſerve that Uſage for a Wife. Þ 
A Miſtreſs, ſure, may claim more Liberty, 
Unbound by Nature, and by Law ſhe's fret 
Monſter ! thy Country Cottage I diſdain, 

In Loudon let me live, and let me reign ;Þ 
The Seat of Pleaſure, where we, unconfin'ds 
Delight the Body, and improve the Mind.] 
To Park we range, where Youth ang 
Beauty fhines, 
There we Intrigue and manage brave De 
ſagns. 
Give me a Play, a Ball, or Maſquerade, 1. 
And let who will enjoy your loneſomel| 
Shade, (i 
Lavinia, for more noble Ends was made. 


Let ſome fond Wench to your wild Villagy 
run, 


And, iy" a Mite be a cloyſter'd Nun. 


Curio! 


(29 ) 
o re! ious of Worth, I prize my Freedom more, 
« han to withdraw like an abandon'd 


— 

Tauss Lines falling into the Hands of 
certain Nobleman, he endeavour'd by 
|| Means to get her into the Play-houſe, 
erceiving ſhe had Wit and Spirit, that 
ould certainly gain her Admirers, if he 
Liſatould but get her admitted; but this 
fe. $yas not done without great Difficulty. 
ty, is | 
fon Mr. Huddy (now Maſter of a Stroling 
nu, Company) being turned out of the Play 
gn; ſpouſe in Lincoln's-Inn- Fields, in February 
ifindp 726, had the Orphan, or the unhappy 
lind. Marriage, for a Benefit, a Month after, 
ant the New Theatre in the Hay-Market, 
hich was in March; and at his Bene- 
e Det Polh had the Honour of firſt mount- 

ng the Stage ; and tho' it was her firſt 
de, Fime, ſhe gain'd ſuch Applauſe, that ſhe 
ome(had leveral Preſents made her, and ſome 
(Pillets; one in particular from a young 
ag. JEnſign ; which is here faithfully tranicfib'd 
llagfom the Original Copy. 


IH OM 


Ae. 


in. 
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M ADAM, 


(30) 


MaDaAM, 
Y O U may be a Perſon of Honou 

© for ought I know to the cot 
trary, and I hope you will be fo hi 
nourable, as not tolet a Man of H 
nour die diſhonourably at your Feet 
for, by Heavens! though I thought n 
thing ſo bright as as my Sword; yt 
*] find your Eyes are much brighte 
My Dear, Dear guardian Angel, cou 
you conceive the Anxiety I ſuffer o 
* your Account, you would ſurely pi 
cc me; for there's never an Officer in ou 
«© Regiment, but takes Notice of m 
«© being changed, (ſince I ſaw you upot 
« the Stage) from the moſt lively, bris 
« faſhionable, mannerly, genteel Bea 
ce jn the whole Army, to the moſt dul 
ce infipid, ſlovenly, out-o'th'-way temper 
& Dunce in Chriſtendom. Damn me, Ma 
« dam, if I am not fo over-charg'd wit 
& Love, that my Heart, which is the Bal 
let in the Barrel of myBody,will certain 
& ly burſt and blow me into Atoms, if 
% have not your. Help to diſcharge the 
« Burthen ; and then, Blood! Madam! 
| Iam 
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(31) 
1 am guilty of ſo many Blunders and 
Miſtakes in the Execution of my Of- 
fice, that I am become a Laughing-, 
ſtock to the whole Army. Yeſterday 
I put my Sword on the wrong: ſide; 
and this Morning I came into the Park 


. * with one of my Stockings the inſide 
he * outward ; and inſtead of applying my 


17 ſelf to the Colonel in the uſual Terms 
Jof, Moſt noble Sir! I look d pale, and 
with an affected damn'd Cringe, call'd 
him Madam. Thus, Madam, you 
WE. ſee how far I am gone already. Then, 
* ¶ to keep me from Bedlam, take me to 


7 f your Arms, when I will lay down my 
* Arms, and be your Slave and Vaffil. 
1 Sur had other Letters ſent her by 1 


thers of a different kind ; ſome courting 
er after the Platonick Manner, others, 
ke Ovid, more ſoft and ſweet. 


ArTtR ſhe had acted a Part in the 
play, for Mr. Huddy's Benefit, ſhe was 
llow'd to ſhare a Benefit herſelf with 
dne Mr. Gilbert, at the fame Place, five 


eeks atter, The Play they choſe, was, 
e 


(32) 
The Beaux's Stratagem, written by M 
Farquhar ; and Polly acted the Part 
Cherry Boniface, the Innkeeper's Daug 
ter, in ſuch a winning Manner, that th 
Houſe even contended who ſhould mo 
applaud her for the Performance. 


Tunis Benefit turn'd much to Polly 
Advantage, as well as Honour, and gain 
her ſo much Favour with ſome Noble 
men preſent, that they promoted her in 
to the Company of young Comedian: 
who acted twice a Week, during tha 
Summer Seaſon, at the Play-houſe it 
Lincoln's-Inn- Fields; and Polly's bein! 
admitted one of them, ſhe had a Pa 
of the Advantage, which accru'd fron 
their Performances; and every Time e 

acting, the gain'd new Admirers, inſe 
much, that Interceſſion was made witt 
Mr. Rich to have her taken into the Houk 
as a ſtated Actreſs, which he agreed to 
and being admitted the enſuing Winter 
was allow'd fifteen Shillings per Week. 


Port! 


(33) 


* 

art Po Er becoming now the moſt cele- 
Jaughrated Toaſt in Town, the gaind new 
jat th Rdmirers every Time ſhe appear'd on 


he Stage, and Perſons of the higheſt 
Rank and Quality made Love to her ; 
ſomuch, that by the Preſents ſhe has 
eceived, ſhe lives in Eaſe: and Plenty, 
eeps her Servants, and appears abroad 
as much Magnificence as a Lady. 


mo 
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Tus firſt Lover that courted her Fa- 
ours ſince ſhe has charm'd the Town 
vith her fine Warbling in the Beggars 
Dpera, was a noble Knight of the Bath; 
Perſon of too noble a Mind to parti- 
ipate of the Pleaſure with her, without 
ome valuable Conſideration : And in- 
leed Polly has ſo much Wit, and is ſo 
ell acquainted with Men and Things, 


Houſ@bat he muſt be a Man of Honour, as 
ed tofvell as Senſe and Generoſity, who is ad- 
inter nitted to be of her Cabinet Council: 


et this muſt be ſaid in her Behalf, that 
ſhe is above asking Money for diſpen- 
ſing her Favours; and yet not ſo fooliſh 


ZZ Is to ſurrender before ſhe ſees the glit- 
F tering 


cek. 
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„ 
tering Bait, for by ſome pretty witty 
Tale, Smile, Parable or Fable, ſhe inf 
ſinuates ſo finely, that her Sparks are al 
ways ready to offer a Diamond Ring, 1 
Green Purſe, a Watch, Gold Snuff. Box 
or ſome valuable Trincklet. 


A SrARx of hers, known by the Name 
of Horſe-Lourſer-General, came to het 
one Evening, and begg'd fbe would ex 
cuſe his rough manner of Addreſs, for h 
was as mettleſome as a Stallion, and coul 
not be kept in with a Curb-bridle, but muſt 
without further Apology, faith muſt he. 
Hold in your Reins, Good Sir, ſays Poll 
do you ever run a Race at New-Market 
before you ſtake ; pray tell me how man 
Stone yo carry, whether you propoſe t. 
Trot, Gallop, or Pace, and then we'll drau 


up Preliminaries, Sign, Seal, and Delive 
ou pretty Jennet, ſaid the Knight, 


Hall ride without either Whip or Spun 
and I'll lay you 5 Guineas, there it is, 
hold the Kate of 30 Miles an Hour, F 
bow many Minutes, ſaid Polly? For 5 
{aid the Knight, Tor don't hold it for 2 
laid Polly. A Match, ſaid he, Done 

Done 


(35 ) 

Done : Upon which, they ſtarted, and 
Polly won; for he founder'd between 
Stwo Hills, and loſt Breath in one Minute, 


three Seconds, and two Moments. 


Ir was not long, before a young amo- 
rous D, who, tired with Hynenial 
Duty, would needs be admitted amongſt 
the Number of her humble Servants ; 
and accordingly he came in an extraordi- 
nary Manner, gave her ſixty Pounds, 
and like a reaſonable Man took a whole 
Night to conſider #por it. 


Tre Portugueze Nobleman, mention'd 
before, hearing of Polh's vaſt Succels, 
and gratefully remembring her Genero- 
ſity to him when he was under Confine- 
ment, ſent her over 400 Pounds; and 
fearing that {he ſhould be quite run a- 
way with, by the Report he daily re- 
ceived of the Number of her Slaves, he 
came over himſelf, to enjoy the Plea- 
ſures which all the World covets ; and 
to aſſure her, that the Portugueze Ladies 
were but meer Dowdies in Compariſon 
ot his dear Polly: And, as we ſhall 

F 2 ihew 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ſhew by what follows, he met with; 
ſuch a kind Reception from her, as over 
whelm'd him with Joy and Ecſtaſy. 

Ix the laſt Paſſion-Week, the noble 
Horſe-courſer going for Net- Market, 
deſir d her Company part of the Way; 
which ſhe conſenting to, they went with 
a Chariot drawn by four Horſes, and ſtay- 
ing that Night at Exfield, they made anc 
ther Match ; but how far they Run, how 
long they Run, and how ſwift they Run 
is yet a Secret. However, ſince her Agi- 
lity is known to be extraordinary, it is 
not doubted but Polly was on the win- 
ning Side; for the next Day ſhe came 
back in the Chariot with a great deal of 
Pleaſure, and the old Knight, it's ſaid, 
purſu'd his Journey in but a heavy 
Poſture. 


Ox the 29th of April laſt, the had her 
Benefit-Night, and the Play ſhe choſe, 
was, The Stratagem, in which ſhe acted 
Cherry ; but the offended the beſt Part of 
her Friends, by laying Pit and Boxes to- 
gether, inſomuch, that ſhe had a great 

I | many 


(37) 
wit any of her Tickets return'd : But the 
overFeneroſity of Mr. R—b made amends 
r this Diſappointment, for he took the 
loney for that Night to himſelf; and on 
nobleſje Saturday following gave her a Bene- 


arket, 
V ay; 
with 
ſtay- 
ANC 
how 
Run 
Agt- 
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win. 
ame 


again, when the Beggars Opera was 
ed with great Applauſe before a croud- 
| Audience, and Polly exerted herſelf 
far, that the Claps of her officious 
iends were ſo frequent and loud, that 
took off the Beauty of the Perform- 
ce. 


Tris ſingular Piece of Generoſity in 
Ir. R, gives Occaſion for People to 
ake their Obſervations; and moſt are 
al off Opinion, that the nimble Harlequin 
laid, ſs a private Underſtanding with her; 
-AVY bd ſince ſhe has been ſo famous for act- 
g her Part in the Beggars Opera, ſhe 
is been advanc'd to thirty Shillings per 
her Week, and if ſhe merits the ſame Praiſe 
ole, other Pertormances, as ſhe does in 
ted ſis, it is not doubted but it will be 


t of fiſed to ſomething more conſiderable. 
to. 


reat | A 
any 


(38) 
AcrRxr AN Poet, who treats he 
praiſes her, kiſles her, Oc. till he is un 
pable to write a ſingle Stanza on any 
ther Subject than that of Polly, bei 
ſwallow'd up in Rapture one Night 


a certain Tavern, he burſt out into t 
following Ecſtaſy: | 


Ve Gods! ye Goddeſſes ! ye Muſes nin 

And thou, my Father Bacchus ! God 
Wine, 

Let pretty Poll be your peculiar Care, 
Make her as great, as ſh: is wiſe and fai 
For ſhe | even ſhe liste Alchymiſts of d 
Transform'd my Lead ts glitt ing ſolid Go 
Let no Contagion, or Miſchance befal 


My Life ! my Angel! heavenly Godal 
Poll ! | 


Guard her, let not the clapping Crowas | 
witch her, 
For ſhe is! O good Gods ! Tl go and 


Hts Amours are not inferior to the 
of the celebrated Sally Salizbury, nor ha 
her Gallants been lefs generous to h 
than they were to that once famo 

Beaut 


(39) 

-auty. But to do Polly Juſtice, ſhe is 
ts ht to be mention'd in Compariſon with 
s undÞ!ly ; for it's well known by thoſe who 
any ve had the Pleaſure of Converſation 
 beilith Polly, that ſhe has a penetrating 
ight Fenius, whereas the other had only 
nto time low-life Flights of Wit to recom- 


end her, and by being twice in her 


ompany, her Converſation became in- 
es ninpid, dull, and nauſeous; when on the 
God pntrary, Polly has ſo many ſmart, as 
ell as polite Repartee's, ſuch a Grace 
the Delivery, and withal ſo little of 


IJwitty Woman's Company intolerable, 
at the oftner any one hears her con- 


20ddFill improve himſelf by her profound 
kill in ſeveral Faculties, as well as di- 
rt himſelf with her merry Sayings and 
nart Returns of Gallantry : For it muſt 
e acknowledg'd, that her Beauty has 
ot gaind her ſo many Admirers as her 
enſe, and the good Uſe ſhe makes 
n't, 
toi 
famo! 


Beau SHE 


at Aﬀectation which frequently makes - 


rſe, the oftner he will defire it, and 


(40) 


SHE was once in Company with a F 
and a fine Gentleman, who each addreſs; 
her in their Turns, but in a very dif 
rent Manner, and Polly very ingenioul 
gave each of them ſuch ſuitable Anſwe 
as converted the Fop, and made tt 
Man of Senſe a meer Fool. For fro 
that Time, he was ready to lay doy 
his Lite and Eſtate at her Service. M 
dam, ſaid the Fop, You have a very ji 
Hand, which adds a great Grace to yo 
Perſon, Sir, {aid Polly, you have a We 
fine Snuff-box, which adds a ſingu 

Grace to yours, Madam, ſaid he, 
pleaſed to take a Pinch out of it (at tl 
ſame Time prelenting it with a ridic 
lous affected Air) my Snuff is very go 
for the Brain. Sir, ſaid ſhe, I freque 
obſerve where the Brain is defectin 
Snuff is of great Uſe, and tho it can 
properly be call'd either a Reſtorative 
a Provocative, yet certainly it is a go 
Preparative to expel Dullneſt. You 4 
very witty and ſatyrical, Madam, ſaid | 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, if your Snuff would inſpire 
with Wit, I would ſatyrige upon your Bo 
TI 
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TE other Gentleman finding Polly 
oo many for the Fop, and not willing 
o have him quite made a Sacrifice, very 
umanly interpos'd ; and after defiring 
> be excuſed for Interruption, Madam, 
ys he, with that very Air in which you 
bs Minute appear d, the Town has ob':g'd 
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uid ſhe, the Town may picture me as 


rd running to the Beggars Opera, I 
n ſure it would be to my Advantage. I 
ope, Madam, ſaid he, ho, would not 


mr Performances, No truh, Sir, ſaid 
e, I am glad the Town is govern'd by 
pinion and Caprice; but that is more 
an I would have ſaid to a Gentleman 
leſs Penetration and Generoſity than 
urſelf : You, Sir, deſcern Things in their 


can 
ure Per. Light, and are ſatisfy'd that nei 
a go” Mr. Gay, nor myſelf have outdone 


Outdoings, as Colly expreſſes it, but 
ſaid he in this have ſpoke the Town on the 
ſpire Mea ſide the Head, and made it ſo giddy, 
ur Bu fear in a little Time it . will fall, and 

T G daſh 


You a 


1 with your Picture in Metzotinto. Sir, 


e pleaſe ; but was the Town to be pic- 


ly the Town for their good Opinion of 
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daſh the Brains ont of the Beggars Oper 
This ſhe ſpoke with ſuch pleaſing Ac 
cents, as took the Gentleman ſhe w 
peaking to, on the weak Side the Head 
in ſuch a Manner, that he flung himſe 
at her Feet; and told her, Let the Tow 
be miſtaken in what Manner they woll 
they could never be miſtaken who eſpous 
her Canſe ; for ſure ſhe was more tha 
Woman. And, in ſhort, he fell ſo deep! 
in Love with Polly, that tho' his Title 
no leſs than an Earl, he ſubmits himſe 
like a Slave at Polh's Footſtool. An 
not only this, but ſeveral Nobleme 
who have diſtinguiſh'd themſelves b 
great Actions, both in the Field and t 
C „ are now Pollys moſt humb 
Servants; for tho' ſhe now is but in 
mean Capacity, yet ſhe has ſomething 
Noble in her Preſence, ſhe is ſo ſweet! 
her Converſation, and withal ſo grate 
and obliging to her Benefactors, that ht 
Lovers are not aſhamed of their Amo 
foraſmuch as they are devoted to t 
Shrine of one who is Miſtreſs of ſo man 
Perfections. 
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Suk is a good Hiſtorian, and will fre- 
uently quote the Authority of Plu- 
tarch to confirm her Opinion of Things, 
not obſtinately perſiſting in the Woman's 
Reaſon, It is ſo, becauſe it is ſo ; but ſhe 
il argue very profoundly, both with 
regard to Politicks and Plays, and will 
Rally and Criticiſe as finely as any of her 
Sex in Chriſtendom ; and never leaves a 
ompany, but ſhe leaves them ſomething 
to charge their Memories withal. 


Su is ſuch a Judge of Painting, that 
he greateſt of our Modern Artiſts in 
this Profeſſion are glad to have her Opi- 
nion of a Piece before it is ſhewn to the 
orld, knowing, that if it eſcapes her 
enſure, it will gain the Approbation 
of the whole Town; for ſhe is ſo Nice 
in the Diſcovery of an Error, that it's as 
Impoſſible to deceive her, as it is to ex- 
preſs her Strength of Fancy: Yet, what 
1akes her the moſt valuable of any Wo- 
man that ever was reputed for Gallantry, 
8 is that. Notwithſtanding her Wit and 

Skill, ſhe is the moſt humble, the moſt 
G 2 affable, 
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affable, and the leaſt conceited of any 
Woman (that is both Wiſe and Beauti 
ful) in the King's Dominions. Nor will 
ſhe bear to hear Encomiums on herſelf 
it being a greater Affront to praiſe he 
before her Face, and ſhe reſents it more 
than if the was to be publickly calld 
Gilt, Coquet, or even common Whore 
or Strumpet. 


SHE was invited ſome Time ſince te 
ſee a fine Gallery of Hiſtory-Painting 
where {he read every Story at firſt Sight 
ſo pathetically, and moraliz'd upon eac 
Hiſtory ſo ingenouſly, that the Owne 
could net forbear launching too far in he 
Praiſes. Sir, ſaid ſhe, beg, if you world 
not have me loath and deteſt you, that you 
Will not act the Paraſite, J underſtand but 
what every one ought to know, and am not 
therefore worthy of your Commendations 
Seeing her a little moved, he led her into 
the Hall to ſee the Family- Pictures, where 
Me took Occaſion to admire the Gravity 
of the one, the venerable Aſpect of ano- 
ther, and the juyenile Vigour of a third, 


and took Care not to forget Sir Godfre) 


K nelle 
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Fneller in her Obſervations, who could 
ake a Family live upon Convaſs after 
ey had been a hundred Years bury' d 
their Graves. 


fan 
eauti 
r will 
erſelf 
ſe he 
more 
call d 
V hore 


Ir is obſerv'd before, that ſhe is a good 
dge of Poetry, and very often exerts 
erſelf in the Praiſe or Diſpraiſe of any 
erforminces that appears either Beauti- 
il or Contemptible. Some Time ſince, 
ce tl Gentleman of a better Eſtate in the 
ntingKingdoms of Great Britain than in the 
Sight and of Parnaſſus, and is more familiar 
1 eacliff-ith the Ladies of the Town than with 
)wne Ipollo's Daughters, ſhew'd Polly a Copy 
in herfſt Verſes, which, he ſaid, he had wrote 
Wouldpith a great deal of Pains ; that he had 
at houſſrote his Thoughts firſt in Proſe, and then 
1d hulfffter letting them lie a Year fallow, he 
am nnd cultivated and improv'd them into 
ationsFerſe : The Deſign was taken from the 
r intofitory of Ulyſſes and Penelope; but he be- 
whereſþg of Opinion, that Ulyſſes was not fo 
ravityontinent, nor Penelope altogether ſo 
f ano- Thaſte as the Greek Poet had repreſented 
third em to be, had given them a little more 
odjreyÞL.iberty, and given the Hero a Lady in 
(nelle | his 
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his Travels, and his Spouſe a Favourite! 
Home, to pals now and then a tedio 
Night with this fine Copy, the Gentle 
man delired Folly to peruſe and give hit 
her Thoughts on them the next Oppot 
tunity ; accordingly, he came to wait 0 
Polly two or three Days after, when {| 
not being at Leiſure to wait on him, ſe 
her Servant with them down Stairs, wi 
this Anſwer from Polly, that ſhe had wr 
her Thoughts on the bach ſide of them 
Which were as follows. 


Sir, 
1o give in' Opinion in an humble Strat 
Your Muſe is rude, and your Iinprovemen 
Vain. 


Ne er contradict what Gods of Verſe ba 
done, . 


Nor judge the Grecian Lndies by our ow 


Each Day new Subjects for your Verſe 
affords, 


Or Lady Prudes kep: by cornuted Lords, 


Or Porters drunk, or dangling Thieves in 
Cords. 


Tike that, or this, or chuſe you which you wil 


We've native Themes employ your natur 


ill. 
I SHAL! 
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{ $R4LL add to Pollys Wit two or 
hree Inſtances of her Humanity and 
200d Nature, and 1 think the may paſs 
or an accompliſh'd worthy Lady, if the 
Publick will allow an Actreſs the [itle. 
Hex reputed Father, Mr. Fenton, be- 
g now living, and in very mean Cir- 
umſtances, Polly is ſo generous as toal- 
ow him a decent Maintenance, and en- 
ertains him with the ſame Duty and Re- 
pect as if he was her real Father, with- 
ut ſo much as deſiring it ſhould be by 
thers, or that he himſelf ſhould cringe 
o her for his Allowance, but makes him 
ſe as much Freedom in coming or ſend- 
ng for it as if it were his Due; which 
vidently demonſtrates, that what ſhe 
oes is out of a Principle of Humanity. 
ANor HER remarkable Inſtance of her 
harity was ſeen in her own Neighbour- 
cod. A poor Milk-wqman, who has 
arry'd a Black Husband, was brought 
> bed of two tawny Children at a Birth, 
nd the Neighbours being moſtly either 
do Rich to take any Notice of the poor 
rde, Noman, or ſo pobr and ill-natur'd, that 
ver ine could not be provided with Goſſips 
t their being, baptiz'd, Polly hearing of 
, lent her Maid to ſtand Godmother for 
er by Proxy, and gave her half a Guinea 
d give the poor Woman for an imme- 
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diate Supply, and after the Ceremhrn ? 
ſhe went berlelf, reliey'd-the Woman vi 
ry generouſly i in that Exigency, and of 
der d her to make free in ſending to hei 
Houſe during the Time of her Lying- Inn 
for ſuch Neceſl tries as ſhe ſhould b{ve 
Occaſion tor. This being rumour'd abou 
a Taylors Wife being brought to beg 
ſome Time ſince, and not being rovided 
with Goſſips, Folly went and offer d Her 
ſelf to ſtand, which they gladly accepted 
of, and ſhe call'd the Child by the Na 
of Polly Peachum, it being a Girl. 

Tux lateſt and moſt noble of Action 
was but in April laſt, when the Poris 
gueze Nobleman, mention d before, ane 
ſo well noted in Town, happen'd to fa 
again into ſome Trouble, when, withou 
Heſitation, ſhe ſent bim 300 l. in Caſh 
which redeenꝭd him from an Arreſt fron 
which he knew not how to get clear, nc 
had 'he Courage to -apply 2 her fron 
whom he had receiv'd ſuch unparallel! 
Favours before; but her zimely TJe ener 
ſity put him out of all Anxiety, and noy 
they live together in one Houſe, enjo 
ing the utmoſt. Felicity, and their Ten 
pers exactly ſuiting each other, maks 
een . Kr «| 
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